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Preface

The title of this book, “Winning the Tax Wars,” is very evocative. It refers both to the

. war against tax unfairness and to the victory of quality of life in our societies.

Throughout the chapters, we learn that this sophisticated war will be waged
through negotiations between states, the firm persuasion of global financial elites,
inter-state collaboration and the conclusion of multilateral agreements and treaties. As
for the expected victory, it would be that of a growing global awareness regarding three
fundamental issues - tax competition, tax avoidance and tax evasion - which reduce
the power of sovereign states and limit their spheres of public action in key sectors such
as the environment, education and health.

The globalization of trade, the digitization of the economy, tax competition
between sovereign states, the erosion of the tax base and the transfers of profits have
all revealed the weaknesses of a traditional tax system that has reached its limits. For
more than a decade, under the impetus of large international organizations such as the
OECD and the UN, numerous states and groups of states have met and tried to join their
efforts in creating a new international tax system designed to counter tax avoidance
and evasion. The inter-state exchange of information on tax planning schemes and
strategies constitutes the core measure of this tax collaboration. In this regard, Tax
Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) is an essential initiative for international tax
Tansparency.

In addition, we cannot underestimate the importance of tax whistleblowers,
which have courageously brought to light the deviant behavior of the ultra-wealthy and
ir advisers and disclosed to the global public the names of those for whom greed
amps the collective interest. It is high time to adopt robust measures to protect
whistleblowers against retaliation in order to legitimize their action.

Above all, destructive tax competition is a topic of rising concern, particularly for
Zeveloping countries that experienced tax wars during the recent years. Many tax
ems are moving to a territorial tax system which makes it even more necessary to
mderstand the transnational implications of national tax policies, as well as the
=actions of local governments.
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In the end, the goal is to revive the notions of common good and general public
interest, which now transcend national borders and are attached to the international
community of men and women. We must increase the level of transparency and

accountability of private and public economic actors and restore the citizens’ trust in
the fairness of our global governance systems. .
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